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' MIXED LAND-USE

WILLIAM J R CURTIS: INDIA IS EXPERIENCING
THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF A
HYPER-INFLATED CAPITALIST BOOM
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Mixed Land-use

A Commercial Centre
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Project: Metropolis, Hisar, Haryana
Principal Architect: Maas Architects, New Delhi

he Metropolis is the first organised retail/commercial
centre built in Hissar, Haryana. The north-facing site is
located on the Hissar-Delhi highway. and is
approximately 8km away from the city centre with an existing
petrol pump serving as the buffer between the highway and
the mall. With a very narrow frontage on the north towards the
highway, it was always a challenge to make a building
statement. The longer face of the building faces the east

towards an internal 40" wide road across the existing landmark
of Hisar ‘The Midtown Grand’. The building was efficiently
planned with the lower three floors intended for retail stores
and food courts, whilst the third floor serves as a banquet
space. The upper three floors are designed as office spaces and
the arrangement of the entrances is planned prudently. The
north face of the building has a multi-height entrance for
offices, whereas the entrance for the mall visitors is positioned

ARCHITECTURE-+ DESIGN September 2014 [JEER
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1. SHOPS

2. LIFT LOBBY

By TEHLETS

4. ATRIUM

5. PODIUM

6. RAMP

7. PARKING

8. DRIVEWAY

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

on the east face with two sets of escalators connecting the and dark grey granite cladding is used on the exterior of the
oround and the first floor. There are two discrete basement lower floors. High performance light tinted glass is placed on
levels that are only allocated for parking and storage. The the east and the south facade of the building. On the other
overall intent of the spatial planning was to ensure tne hand, the west facade on the rear side mainly has punctured
segregation of the varied types of spaces within a whole, windows, and hence, maximising the wall area. The front is

without compromising on space disposition.

accentuated with fundermax wooden claddi
The material palette enhances the contemporary forward-facing expanse a neat look. The co

ng to give the
our scheme of

composition of the built volume. A mix of travertine stone the facade is fashioned with its blue glass, cream and grey

IEYN Sentember 2014 ARCHITECTURE+DESIGN
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SECTION

ELEVATIONS

stone and the wooden cladding, all bound together with
white ACP fins and cladding. To add to the insolent looks of
the facade, the front staircase is highlighted as a framed glass
block. The front 10m setback is divided into a 4m plaza with
sit out areas, planters and kiosks and the rest is reserved for
parking. With a mandatory height to setback ratio, the built
form had to be recessed back at various levels leading to
large usable terraces at various levels thus helping carve out
an interesting massing composition. In the east side. a 10

Saptamosr 207 £ ARCHITECTURE: DESIGN
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Built-up area: 1,05,000sq ft

Year of completion: 2014



wide canopy is used as an insert over the main entrance
doors which concludes the soffit and also accentuates the
horizontality of the building. :

The shop fronts located in the ground, first and second
floors have white lacquered glass bands inserted in laminatec
cladding on the pillars. |
vitrified tiles and ltalian stone bands. The third floor is leased

BTN Septomber 20714 ARCHITECTURE-+ DESIGN

‘he flooring is mostly a mix of

e

SKYLINE

LA

out to a banquet space- ‘Skyline’. Skyline was also conceived
and designed by architects themselves as a part of the

project. It offers 6000sq ft of fully equipped banquet facility

with an additional outdoor terrace of the same size. The

ma
wit

-cum-office project is a trendsetter in the town of Hisar
h its unique architectural style and sets a contemporary

precedent for the upcoming projects. =
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